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SUBJECT:NUCLEAR EUEL REPROCESSING: OPPOSITION APPROACH TO 
DEPARTMENT 

1 . ON JULY 19, AEZAL KHAN, BROTHER OF PROMINENT PAKISTAN 
NATIONAL ALLIANCE (PNA) LEADER ASGHAR KHAN, CALLED THE DE- 
PARTMENT (NEA/PAB). HE NOTED THAT THE NUCLEAR EUEL REPRO- 
CESSING QUESTION WAS LIKELY TO BE A MAJOR ISSUE IN THE COM- 
ING ELECTION CAMPAIGN IN PAKISTAN. HE LAMENTED THAT THE PNA 
COULD COMMAND LITTLE TECHNICAL OR POLITICAL EXPERTISE ON 
THIS QUESTION. ITS ONLY TECHNICALLY QUALIEIED SOURCE WAS 

A PAKISTANI PHYSICIST NAMED NAQVI, WHO HAD PLAYED A ROLE IN 
NEGOTIATING THE REPROCESSING PLANT CONTRACT IN PARIS. HE HAD 
LATER PARTED WAYS WITH THE GOVERNMENT, ARGUING THAT THERE 
WAS NO POINT IN CONSTRUCTING A REPROCESSING PLANT UNLESS 
THE OBJECTIVE WAS A NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE CAPABILITY, AND SUG- 
GESTING ALTERNATIVE WAYS OE MEETING PAKISTAN'S ENERGY RE- 
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QUIREMENTS. HE IS NOW IN PRIVATE EMPLOY IN TORONTO. ON THE 
POLITICAL SIDE, KHAN POINTED OUT, THE INITIATIVE RESTED EN- 
TIRELY WITH EORMER PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO. ONLY HE KNOWS THE 
HISTORY OE DISCUSSIONS WITH THE US, FRANCE, AND OTHERS. 

2. KHAN ASKED WHETHER THE DEPARTMENT COULD PROVIDE AT LEAST 
SOME TECHNICAL BACKGROUND ON REPROCESSING AND ALTERNATIVES 
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TO IT FOR PNA USE. IF NOT, HE INDICATED, THE PNA WOULD 

HAVE TO TAKE "AS HARD A LINE AS BHUTTO" ON REPROCESSING 
BUT PERHAPS COULD "FALL BACK LATER ON". 

3. AFTER CONSULTATIONS, AN NEA/PAB OFFICER CALLED KHAN 
BACK TO SAY THAT IT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE FOR THE DEPART- 
MENT TO PROVIDE INEORMATION ON PREVIOUS INTER-GOVERNMENTAL 
TALKS TO NON-GOVERNMENTAL OFEICIALS, OR BECOME INVOLVED 
IN PROVIDING INFORMATION FOR PARTISAN DEBATE. HE DECLINED 
TO DISCUSS THE PNA POSITIOW ON NUCLEAR MATTERS BUT 
STRESSED THAT THIS BILATERAL ANDMULTILATERALISSUE WOULD 
HAVE TO BE ADDRESSED BY WHATEVER GOVERNMENT WAS FORMED 
AFTER THE OCTOBER ELECTIONS. KHAN REPLIED THAT HE UNDER- 
STOOD THE PROPRIETY OF THE US DECISION. HE RECALLED THAT 
WHEN HE VISITED ASGHAR KHAN EARLIER THIS YEAR, HIS BROTHER 
HAD EXPRESSED OPPOSITION TO THE REPROCESSING PROJECT ON THE 
GROUNOS THAT PAKISTAN COULD NOT AFFORD TO BUILD THE PLANT, 
CREATE A "USELESS" NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE CAPABILITY, OR OFFEND 
A MAJOR AID DONOR LIKE THE US. 
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